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Jennie Milne — An Extraordinary Journey
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Scottish Jewish Archives Centre
Elizabeth Lis was abandoned in a babies home in Devon, England in 1943. In this
presentation, her daughter Jennie Milne will give an illustrated talk describing her W I
extraordinary journey to fulfila deathbed promise to her mother to uncover her mother’s
mysterious background, which was reputedly Jewish.
Volume 31, No 2, Autumn 2019

In March 2014. Jennie began searching in earnest for her grandparents and broke
the silence of years after teaming up with Michael Tobias. Although her search was
challenging as a result of her grandmother’'s multiple name changes, she has been —

able to connect with cousins through records and DNA results, finding family in Israel, i
America and latterly, Argentina. Jennie Milne

A busy few months again at the Archives Centre, with a
range of activities and events and the collections growing.

Mazal Tov to Garnethill Synagogue on reaching a milestone

Jennie presented her search at the international Jewish Genealogy Conference { : :
140th birthday! - let's hope there's many more of these.

in Warsaw last year and has also been invited by the Polish Military to present her
grandfather’s incredible journey as a highly decorated Polish Officer and member of 26th January 2020

the Government in Exile at the Warsaw Garrison in 2020. 12_30pm - Work goes on to drive forward our project to create a

Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre, incorporating a Scottish

Jennie is an award-winning photographer and since finding her family, has focused Doors open 12 noon Holocaust-era Study Centre, in Garnethill Synagogue.

her lens on the Jewish and Polish communities, travelling to Israel for her most recent Week P

project. Note change of venue: Partners SJAC and Garnethill Synagogue Preservation | "€ e;g;‘i’:"tesa?“gr“'tf]tig"t::gro“p
Tickets £17.50, or £15 for Friends of the Archives Maccabi, May Terrace, Trust are currently seeking to put in place the additional g y

Contact Vivien Mann for tickets : vymannf@gmail.com Giffnock G464 6LD funding required to meet an unexpected increase in costs for the architectural works, which
or the Archives Centre infof@sjac.org.uk include converting the Sukkah and repairing the courtyard entrance. All being well, this
work will start in January 2020.

< 200 Club N Digital Archives: In the meantime, events and activities volunteers are researching for the first Function
Room exhibition on the founding of Garnethill Synagogue and weekday guiding volunteers

Last year's 200 Club paid out a total of A new Digital Archive featuring a selection of 300 images from the . T
£750 in prizes. Recent winners include: Archives Centre's collections has been published online on the begin training in November.
July: Hilary Mason website of the University of Edinburgh. Covering ten themes, it gives If you are interested to know more about volunteering, helping with fundraising or on any
August: Joe Freedman a flavour of the diversity and richness of our collections.

el e Al | s aspect of the project please contact infoldsjac.org.uk

Joe Freedman (£100)
October: Vicky Reid;

Gordon Plotkin (£250).

https://sjac-collection.is.ed.ac.uk/ .
Harvey Kaplan, Director

This digital project was one of the outputs of the Jewish Lives,
Scottish Spaces project - a research project funded by the Arts

Please support the work of the Archives Centre and Humanities Research Council. It was a joint project between GLASGOW. REFUGEE CENTRE New AI'ChlVE
by buying a gUU Club t';k_ft f‘t’r 2019/2020. the Universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow and SJAC that ran from e St S t
| veeourwensile at September 2015 until April 2018. The project drew primarily on the GAINSBOROUGH HALLS, Sauchichall Street orage stem
hﬁps:llwww.slac.org.ykl2019I1[ll18/?0l]-clu!1—2[l19-2[]2[ll collections of the Archives Centre. S e g y
L email the Archives Centre at info@sjac.org.uk /e S Qur thanks to The Alma and
F NATIONS . .
N\ ® FETElTe?mwms v-cmvo Leslie Wolfson Charitable Trust
. . . TR ‘ for their extremely generous
Frl el_"ds Of the The SCO ttlSh IBZUlSh i R e sponsorship of the refit of the
Scottish Jewish ATChiU es Centre main archives store. We have
Archi Cent AT I VIEToRT installed a bespoke and movable
rcnives Lentre : : : Glen Watson, Aima Wolfson
) ) ) PARADE OF THE ALLIES archival racking system, which ’ A
Please support the Archives is housed in Garnethill Synagogue, CONTINENTAL CAFES and RESTAURANTS o _ Deborah Haase, Harvey Livingston
pport h . : ® : maximises collections space. o — .
Centre by becoming our Friend! Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 et B ('S S
Membership is £15 per year at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB et A6 et S ’ f \
(couples £25) and you will be sent RN [} @
a newsletter twice yearly. . . Proceeds to the Clydesid Distress Fund and the Welfare Fund =
11 years for the price of 1: Other thap Open Days, the Archives Centre is open by of the Refues Cetre | : Afrﬁtef”é‘hﬁ?s{; :

- - . 7 es. olison
single £150, joint £250. appointment only [telephone 0141 _332 4911) — | he . érllftﬂ:tr@bl’:e{;st s
Contact Howard Brodie Check out the Archives website at New to the collection is a fqg,;hg.tgeﬁ;gﬁiSh;péﬁtlgfthe

at info@sjac.org.uk www.sjac.org.uk e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk rare leaflet from the Glasgow archiyes s;cérlagge racking

\ J Refugee Centre at 189 Pitt
Street, advertising a Fete of
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New storage system




Closure of Dundee Synagogue

The Dundee Jewish community dates back tothe 1840s, when German
Jewish merchants settled in the city to take advantage of the flax,
linen and jute trades. However, it wasn't until the late 1870s when
the first known synagogue was opened in the city in Murraygate. By
1885, there were around 50 Jewish families in Dundee and a Jewish
section was opened in Eastern Cemetery in 1889.

In 1920, the synagogue was moved to Meadow Street and by the late

1940s, there was a burial society, a Benevolent Society, the Ladies’ Dundee Synagogue

Holy Vestment Society, Bnei Akiva, WIZ0 and JNF.

By 1970, there were only 30 to 40 Jews left in Dundee. The synagogue
was demolished in 1973 because of the redevelopment of that area
of the city centre, and the city council paid for the erection of a new

building, opened in 1978.

As the community has dwindled in recent years, the synagogue has
now closed and a new Tayside & Fife congregation has been formed,

centred in St. Andrews.

The Archives Centre has photographed the Dundee synagogue and
has acquired the records of the congregation, such as minutes,
correspondence and press cuttings. Also included are the minutes

Second World War Memorial Plaque

book (1928-1971) of Dundee Hebrew Burial Society and the burial register 1889-1992, as well as memorial
plaques and a plaque from 1946 honouring those who served in the Second World War.

Dough

In June, the SJAC fundraising team organised a
highly successful event in the form of a rehearsed
reading of a play ‘Dough’ by writer, director and
producer David lan Neville. Previously performed
at Oran Mor in Glasgow in the ‘A Play, a Pie
and a Pint’" series, the play is based in a bakery
in a neighbourhood Llike the Gorbals. New
developments are happening all around the bakery
and owner Albie and his wife Iza are struggling
to keep their heads above water. Sometimes
humorous, sometimes sad, the story is a universal
tale of immigrants in changing times.

The rehearsed reading, which was followed by a
bagel brunch, was carried out by actors Finlay
MclLean and Atta Yaqub, assisted by Howard
Brodie and Jane Tobias.

David Neville, Finlay McLean, Howard Brodie, Harvey Kaplan,
Jane Tobias and Atta Yaqub

Doors Open

Once again this
year, we joined
with Garnethill §
H e br e w
Congregation  to
open up Garnethill
Synagogue and |
the Archives
Centre for Doors
Open Day. Around 500 visitors toured the building
- from Glasgow, Coatbridge, East Kilbride, Seattle,
Chicago, Philadelphia, Ottawa, Spain, France, Italy,
India etc... As usual, visitors remarked on the warm
welcome they received and on the magnificence of
the building.

On the same day, Fiona and Howard Brodie ran
an SJAC stall at Glasgow
Friends of Israel’'s bth
annual conference at the
Royal Concert Hall, where
Fiona had the opportunity
to tell the audience about
the work of the Archives
Centre. Thanks to all the
volunteers who made our
participation in both events
possible.

Fiona Brodie at
SJAC stall

Govanhill Walk

By 1911, the census shows
Learning about Jewish connections at least 500 Jewish people in
in Langside Road this up and coming area, with
its vast grid of tenement-
lined streets. In 1914, cheder classes and Shabbat services were
being held in a former shop at 355 Langside Road - eventually
leading to the building of Langside Synagogue in Niddrie Road,
opened in 1927, with its elaborate wooden interior and in use up
till 2015. The tour passed the former Progressive Synagogue in
Albert Road, as well as the first and second Crosshill Synagogues
in Dixon Avenue and Belleisle Street.

Other former communal buildings included the former Jewish
Nursery in Queen Mary Avenue - later used by Habonim in the

Nearly forty people enjoyed a walk around the Govanhill and
Crosshill area in August, organised by the Archives Centre as
part of the Govanhill International Festival.

Led by Harvey Kaplan and Fiona Brodie, participants learned
how the first services of the Govanhill Chevra were held in 1901.

Interior of Crosshill Synagogue,
ceiling painted by Alastair Gray

g . /
with its

mid-1950s until their new Bayit was built in Sinclair Drive, as well

as the Bnei Akiva building next door, later Hillel House centre for Jewish
students. The former JLGB building in Albert Road and Scout Hall in
Queens Drive also featured on the tour.

Popular shops such as Morrisons grocers, Watermans, Godfrey's
Butchers, the Unique and Henry Lewis’ fruit shop were highlighted, and
throughout participants heard about former residents of the area who
are mentioned in the 1901 and 1911 censuses, giving a flavour of what the
community was once like.

Feedback was positive and the Archives Centre plans to repeat the walk
at some point in the future.

Cubs celebrating Chanukah in
the Scout Hall in Queens Drive
c1978
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Thelma and Amy Kaplan the Red Card Scotland

from New Hampshire, USA

Livingwell Services tenants

School pupils brought by
St. Mungo’s Museum for
Scottish Interfaith Week




