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Friends of the Scottish 
Jewish Archives Centre
 Please support the Archives Centre by 

becoming our Friend! 

Membership is £18 per year, couples 
£30, 11 years for the price of 10 

(£180/300). As well as helping to care 
for unique collections, you will receive a 
newsletter twice yearly and discounted 

entry price to our events. 

Contact Howard Brodie  
at info@sjac.org.uk 

The Scottish 
Jewish 
Archives 
Centre
is housed in Garnethill 

Synagogue, Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 
at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB

The Archives Centre is currently open by 
appointment only (telephone 0141 332 4911)  
Check out the Archives website at  
www.sjac.org.uk  -  e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk

Please like and follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Recent 200 Club 
winners

 

November 2022 – Alan Fell (£25), Raymond Levitus (£100)
December 2022 – Geoffrey Ognall (£25), Hilary Mason 

(£250)
January 2023 – Sharyn Mitchell (£25)
February 2023 - Eric Livingstone (£25)

March 2023 - Kalman Bookman (£25)

Leaving a 
Legacy

Please leave a legacy 
to SJAC to help us 
continue the vital 
work of collecting 
and preserving the 
collections for future 
generations. Email us 
to request a copy of our 
Legacy Leaflet.

Glasgow Habonim Book

From the Director, Harvey Kaplan...
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter!  I hope this gives you a flavour of the range of activities at the Archives Centre 
over the last few months.  Valuable new acquisitions continue to be added to our collections.  In-person speaker 
events and open days have resumed and researchers are returning.  

Visitors have included university students and school pupils studying immigration, refugees and the Holocaust 
period and we helped to host a teacher training event for the Holocaust Educational Trust.  We also showed historical 
material to a class of Calderwood Lodge pupils studying the 60-year history of their school.  

Genealogy students from the University of Strathclyde came for a presentation on Scottish Jewish family history 
sources and I also gave a Zoom lecture to the Glasgow and West of Scotland Family History Society. 

We were delighted to welcome John Pelan, Chief Executive of the Scottish Council on Archives and I attended and 
spoke at a reception in the Scottish Parliament to mark the organisation’s 20th anniversary in November 2022 
(see below). It was a good opportunity to engage with the archive world in Scotland - and it's amazing how much 
awareness there is out there about what we do. 

Come see for yourself!  - and let us know if you would like to volunteer for the Archives Centre or for the thriving 
new Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre

Still a few copies left of 
our latest publication, 
Stephen Kliner’s illus-

trated history of Glasgow 
Habonim youth group.  

Price £20 at the Archives 
Centre, or online at: 

https://www.sjac.org.uk/
product/the-story-of-glas-
gow-habonim-dror/

Twenty Treasures

SJAC contributed to a 2-day training event in the Scottish Jewish Heritage 
Centre in February, run by the Holocaust

Educational Trust for teachers in Glasgow and the west of Scotland.

Fiona Brodie welcomed various Cub groups to the Heritage Centre over the last few months.  
Pictured are Jordanhill Cubs from the 178th Glasgow Scouting group.  The Cubs were looking 
to learn about Jewish culture and community in Glasgow as part of their Worldwide Challenge 

badge.

John Pelan, Chief Executive of Scottish Council on Archives, with 
Deborah Haase in the Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre

Harvey with Dorrith's Kindertransport card and daughters 
Ruth and Libby

Glasgow University Holocaust Narratives classDeborah Haase with Hanna Dede, new 
Director of the Goethe Institute in Glasgow

Archives Centre director Harvey Kaplan attended the SCA 
20th anniversary reception at the Scottish Parliament, 
accompanied by two of the daughters of Dorrith Oppenheim 
(Sim), Ruth McFarlane and Libby Sim.  The twenty selected 
archival ‘treasures’ were shown in an exhibition and Harvey 
spoke briefly about the Archives Centre and why it had 
chosen this particular document.  

To mark its 20th anniversary, the 
Scottish Council on Archives invited 
archive services and organisations from 
across Scotland to nominate a special 
item from their collections. From the 
many nominations they received, a 
small panel chose twenty items which 
were 'of national or local significance 
with an interesting story to tell.'  We 
were delighted and honoured that our 
nomination made the top 20 - Dorrith 
Oppenheim's Kindertransport admission 
card from 1939. 

Dorrith appeared on the 
top left hand corner of the 

booklet cover.



Storage Improvements
The collections of the Archives Centre continue to grow 
in many directions and we continue to be amazed at the 
quality and diversity of the material which is still out 
there.  Thanks to a generous legacy from the family of 
the late Raymond, Sylvia and Alan Karter, in October 
2022, we completed a stores upgrade programme 
with the installation of new roller-racking shelving in 
the Archives Collection Store. This has allowed us to 
accommodate existing collections more efficiently and 
give us additional storage space for growth.

Friendship Club
In February, Harvey Kaplan gave a 
presentation to members of Giffnock Newton 
Mearns Synagogue Friendship Club about the 
work of the Archives Centre, including a quiz 
about bygone days in the Glasgow Jewish 
community.

New items from the collections: Material is added to the Archives Centre collections on 
a regular basis. Can you name the children in these photographs. Garnethill Synagogue children are dressed 
up for Purim in the early 1950s, with chazan Rev. Isaac Hirshow and minister Rev. Dr. I.K. Cosgrove. At Giffnock 
Synagogue, the children are lighting the candles, with Rev. S. Balanow, Rev. A Gamzu and Mr. I Madisky. 

Purim at Garnethill

Edinburgh Choirboys

Chanukah at Giffnock

This rare photograph, taken about 1879 outside the 
Edinburgh synagogue in Ross House, Park Place 
(in use 1868-1896).  It shows a recently-appointed 
Rev. Jacob Furst (who served until 1918), Harry 
Glasstone and Morris Drachman with members of 
the synagogue choir.

Immigrant Harris Harwitz with son Michael outside their shop in Bathgate, 
Midlothian in 1930.

Speaker events
In November 2022, Michael Tobias spoke at the first in-
person fundraising speaker event and bagel brunch, 
delivering a fascinating presentation entitled: 5 half-siblings 
from 4 different mothers – a DNA success story. 

Maria Chamberlain, daughter of two Holocaust survivors, 
born in Kraków, Poland, emigrated with her Holocaust-
survivor parents to Scotland in 1958 when she was 11 
years old. They settled in Edinburgh, where she still lives. 
Her parents initially bid her to ‘Never Tell Anyone You’re 
Jewish’, but eventually they relented, recognising that 
intimate stories collectively make history. Maria told the 
family stories at an Archives Centre Open Day in February. 

Michael Tobias,  with members of the SJAC Fundraising committee, Marcia Goldman, Harvey 
Kaplan and chair Jane Tobias

Maria Chamberlain

In March 2023, Alan Brodie took 
us back to yesteryear – From the 
Avrom Greenbaum Players to the 
West End – a theatrical journey.  
He detailed his family involvement 
with the Players and his career 
as a literary agent, including 
responsibility for the Noel Coward 
Archive.

Elise Bath, International Tracing Service Archive Team Manager 
from The Wiener Library, London with Kerry Patterson (manager of 

the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre) and Fiona Brodie

Strathclyde University Genealogy Students

Balerno High School

Harvey Kaplan, Alan Brodie, 
Jane Tobias

Available from SJAC shop


