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Friends of the 
Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre

Please support the Archives Centre by 
becoming our Friend! Membership is 

£18 per year, couples £30, 11 years for 
the price of 10 (£180/300). You will 

receive a newsletter twice yearly and 
discounted entry price to our events.

 Contact Howard Brodie  
at info@sjac.org.uk 

The Scottish 
Jewish 
Archives 
Centre
is housed in Garnethill 

Synagogue, Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 
at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB

The Archives Centre is open by appointment 
only (telephone 0141 332 4911)  
Check out the Archives website at  
www.sjac.org.uk  -  e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk

Please like and follow us on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter)

Recent 200 Club winners
January   -   Sharyn Mitchell

February    -   Eric Livingstone
March   -   Kalman Bookman

April   -   Alma Wolfson
May   -   Trevor Schuster-Davis 

June  -   Stephen Gold £25 
& Charles Fogelman £100

July   -  Malcolm Livingstone
August   -    Sam & Vicci Stein

September – Hilary Mason

Leaving a 
Legacy

Please leave a legacy 
to SJAC to help us 
continue the vital 
work of collecting 
and preserving the 
collections for future 
generations. Email us 
to request a copy of our 
Legacy Leaflet.

From the Director, Harvey Kaplan...
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter! As you will read below, we have been busy over the summer months at the 
Archives Centre.  This has included a growing number of visitors and researchers – from around Scotland, from 
Harrogate, Cambridge, London and as far away as New York, Los Angeles, Sydney and Perth in Australia. I was able 
to represent the Archives Centre with presentations at the 43rd IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy 
in London in August, in the Scottish edition of Jewish Renaissance magazine and in a Radio 4 programme focusing 
on long-term Garnethill cantor, Rev. Isaac Hirshow.  We worked with the Heritage Centre on events at Garnethill 
showcasing the work of the Wiener Holocaust Library and the Holocaust Educational Trust (see below).  We also took 
part in Doors Open Days Festival, Govanhill International Festival and Refugee Festival Scotland.

36 years on, new material is still coming into the collections and new stories are still emerging about refugees who 
came to Scotland.

We are benefitting from advice provided by the Scottish Council on Archives which is helping us improve our 
cataloguing, systems and policies. We are looking forward now to finding a means of appointing a part–time 
professional archivist to help consolidate and expand SJAC’s work and to ensure a sustainable future and that the 
collections continue to make their unique contributions to research, education, tourism, events and activities in many 
areas. 

Come visit the Archives Centre and the Heritage Centre – and let us know if you would like to volunteer in any of our 
many activities.  

Remembrance Sunday Open Day 
12th November 2-4pm 
at the Archives Centre
Our guest speaker will be locally-based Naval Officer, Lieutenant (RN)  
Ian Player, who represents the Armed Forces Jewish Community (AFJC) 
the organisation of serving Jewish personnel in His Majesty's Armed Forces.
A selection of material from our collections reflecting the experiences of those from 

the Scottish Jewish community who have served in the British Armed Forces from 

the Boer War, WWI and WW2 will be featured during the Open Day and there will be 

the opportunity to view the Prayer Hall of the A-Listed Garnethill Synagogue.
Please book here: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/CTKE 
This is a free event but donations are welcome.
This event will be part of the programme of 
Scottish Interfaith Week 2023.

Weekend Club craft activity

Refugee Festival Scotland
We were delighted to mark Refugee Festival Scotland in June in partnership 
with Interfaith Glasgow's Weekend Club and the Heritage Centre. Fiona 
Brodie hosted "Sharing Stories of Hope and Courage" at Garnethill with a 
tour of the synagogue, a kosher lunch and a craft activity based on the art 
and design of refugee Jewish artist Hilda Goldwag who fled Vienna in the 
1930s and found sanctuary in Glasgow. The Hilda Goldwag Collection at the 
Archives Centre includes documents, photographs, artworks and textiles. 

Greenock Jewish 
community
The Archives Centre shop has copies 
of the revised second edition of Viki 
McDonnell’s comprehensive history 
of the former Jewish community in 
Greenock.  The book, which is also 
available to purchase on our website, 
costs £15. Stocks are selling fast!

UK Community Archives and Heritage Group 
(CAHG) recognises Archives Centre’s achievements 
The Scottish Jewish Archives Centre has been awarded a Certificate of Special Achievement for Sustained Best 
Practice in the 2023 Community Archives and Heritage Awards. The award was announced at a special ceremony 
in London.

We are delighted that SJAC has been recognised in this way. It is testimony to the sustained work 
over many years that has taken the Archives Centre from its modest beginnings in 1987 to being an  
internationally-recognised collection today.

In recent years, we have upgraded to professional standard storage and collections care systems. We have built 
public interest in the collections and in the history of Scottish Jewry through our displays, exhibitions, publications, 
talks and website. Most recently, we have co-developed The Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre, designed to broaden 
public and school access to the SJAC’s 
collections, in particular its Holocaust and 
refugee period collections, and to the heritage 
and history of Garnethill Synagogue, where 
the Archives Centre is based.  This award is 
also a tribute to the dedication, enthusiasm 
and skills of many committee members, a 
small number of part time staff and band 
of volunteers who work diligently to ensure 
SJAC continues to collect, preserve and 
make accessible the records of Scotland’s 
Jewish history going back over 200 years.

Steven Anson at 
bagel brunch 
Steven Anson spoke about the 
life of his late father, Martin 
(Ansbacher), in Nazi Germany 
at the SJAC fundraising bagel 
brunch in Eastwood House in 
July.

Contact SJAC to request a copy 
of our new information leaflet

Viki McDonnell with 
her book

Jane Tobias, chair of Fundraising 
Committee, with Steven and 

Hilary Anson

Henry Wuga, aged 99, visited the Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre in August with 
his daughter Gillian Field and was welcomed by Hon. Curator Deborah Haase.

 



Los Angeles visitors
Tourists Ron and Ellen Tinero from Los Angeles included a visit to the Archives 
Centre and  Garnethill Synagogue on their recent visit to Britain.  Ron’s parents, 
Arnold Aaron Titinero  and Tzlila Melech from Israel, were married in the synagogue 
in May 1955, whilst his father was studying naval architecture in Glasgow.  Ron 
and Ellen were thrilled to be able to view a record of the wedding in the Garnethill 
Synagogue marriage register.  

The couple were welcomed by the Garnethill congregation and Tzlila taught Ivrit 
to the children of the congregation.  Suzie Dover remembers that her late parents, 
Dr Leslie and Beulah Naftalin, were unterferers at the wedding in May 1955 and 
remained lifelong friends. The Archives Centre has reconnected Suzie with Ron 
and his mother.  Now Ron wonders if anyone else in Glasgow remembers his 
parents and their short stay in Glasgow.

Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre
Recent visitors to our Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre and SJAC have included Henry Wuga, who came to Scotland on the 
Kindertransport. 99-year old Henry described his visit as ‘quite emotional,’ as he recognised a number of faces in the displays. Other 
visitors included Second Generation family members of former refugees from Nazi Europe.

We were delighted to welcome July visitors Susan Hodgins, daughter of Kindertransport refugee Dorrith Oppenheim (Sim), as well 
as Eli Rabinowitz, visiting from Perth, Australia.  Eli and his wife have created a successful project  based around Dorrith’s book for 
children, ‘In My Pocket’ ( www.elirab.au ).

In June, together with the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre, we hosted an event for teachers organised by the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, while in September, SJAC and SJHC hosted a 2-day event run by the London-based Wiener Holocaust Library. This event 
included a family history workshop led by Elise Bath and others, an exhibition and a presentation by Dan Stone, Professor of Modern 
History at Royal Holloway, University of London, and director of its Holocaust Research Institute and Dr Christine Schmidt, Deputy 
Director/Head of Research at the Wiener.

Doors Open presentation 
In September, Harvey Kaplan of SJAC and Kerry Patterson, 
Manager of the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre, gave a 
presentation on Jewish Refugee History in Garnethill at the 
ARC building in Glasgow University.  Around 110 people 
attended the presentation, which was part of the Doors Open 
Days Festival. 

Touring Govanhill
For the fourth year in succession, SJAC organised a tour of Jewish Govanhill and Crosshill in August as part of Govanhill International 
Festival 2023. The tour led by Fiona Brodie and Harvey Kaplan included stories of Jewish life in the area from the beginning of the 
20th century onwards, highlighting former synagogues, youth groups, communal organisations, shops, businesses and remembering 
a number of former residents.

Turnbull High School, Bishopbriggs 
Deborah Haase, Hon. Curator, helped Sandra Wright, Librarian at 
Turnbull High School, to choose a range of Scottish Jewish history 
books from the SJAC shop to add to new mobile interdisciplinary 
resource that will support teachers and pupils in all departments in the 
school who are exploring aspects of Holocaust history.

Recent Visitors

From the collections…

Doors Open presentation

Sandra Wright with mobile library resource

1955 wedding

Outside former 
Crosshill Synagogue

Demi Franks, 
the recently 
appointed 
Community 
Engagement 
and Events 
Manager for 
the Scottish 
Council 
of Jewish 
Communities

Dr. Irene 
O’Brien, 
Senior 
Archivist, 
Glasgow City 
Council

Israel and Sarah Bernstein and family, 
Dunfermline, c1924

Edinburgh Maccabi Junior Football Team c1960 Consecration of Aberdeen Synagogue, 1945

Interior of Langside 
Synagogue in better days  

Lodge Montefiore and guests in May

Kate Baker, granddaughter of 
Otto and Nina Kubie

Edgar Prais, son of Henry Prais

Ruth Ramsay, daughter of Frank and  
Lilly Pauline Stewart, with nephew 
Topher Stewart and wife Mariam

Willy Goldschmidt, son of Fred and Renate 
(Mackay)

Elise Bath leads a Holocaust family history research workshop at Wiener 
Holocaust Library event

Deborah Haase, Hon. Curator, shows handling kit about Dorrith Oppenheim 
(Sim) to her daughter Susan Hodgins and Eli Rabinowitz

Holocaust Educational Trust event for teachers

Viewing the register


