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Friends of the 
Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre

Please support the Archives Centre by 
becoming our Friend! Membership is 

£18 per year, couples £30, 11 years for 
the price of 10 (£180/300). You will 

receive a newsletter twice yearly and 
discounted entry price to our events.

 Contact Howard Brodie  
at info@sjac.org.uk 

The Scottish 
Jewish 
Archives 
Centre
is housed in Garnethill 

Synagogue, Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 
at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB

The Archives Centre is open by appointment 
only (telephone 0141 332 4911)  
Check out the Archives website at  
www.sjac.org.uk  -  e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk

Please like and follow us on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter)

Leaving a 
Legacy

Please leave a legacy 
to SJAC to help us 
continue the vital 
work of collecting 
and preserving the 
collections for future 
generations. Email us 
to request a copy of our 
Legacy Leaflet.

SJAC Speaker Events
In June, Jim Murphy shared his thoughts on British and 
Scottish politics. In August, multi award winning journalist 
Katie Goodman told a packed audience about more than two 
decades of covering some of the biggest news stories in the 
UK and abroad.  In July, curator Hildegarde Berwick spoke 
about the Scottish artist Bet Low, including links between 
Bet and husband Tom Macdonald with the Glasgow Jewish 
Institute Players. In September, Dr Rodge Glass of the 
University of Strathclyde spoke on Scottish Jewish Writing 
in the 21st Century.

Refugee History
As part of Refugee Festival Scotland in June, the Archives Centre joined forces 
with the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre to lead a group walking around the 
Garnethill area, visiting sites connected with Jewish refugees from Nazi Europe 
who found safety in Scotland - from the flats in which refugee artists lived to 
the hostels where children from the Kindertransport stayed.  At the end of the 
walk, we offered the opportunity to view the exhibition ‘Scotland a Sanctuary’ 
at the Heritage Centre in Garnethill Synagogue, which shows how people from 
all backgrounds throughout Scotland helped those in peril. It was a thought 
provoking and enjoyable afternoon - and the sun shone throughout!

Along with the Heritage Centre and Garnethill Hebrew Congregation, we were 
honoured to welcome the attendees at this year's International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) conference to a reception, which allowed delegates 
to view our displays and the Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre. 

Also visiting at this time was Ellen Germain, US Department of State Special Envoy 
for Holocaust Issues.  Ellen commented: ‘Thank you for preserving the heritage 
and teaching about this history.’ 

From the Director, Harvey Kaplan...
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter! We hope you enjoy this short roundup of activities at the Archives 
Centre over the past few months.

Over the spring and summer months, we held speaker events with Jim Murphy, Katie Goodman, 
Hildegarde Berwick and Rodge Glass. For Refugee Festival in June, we joined with the Heritage Centre 
to lead the Garnethill Refugee Trail and as part of Govanhill International Festival, we once again led 
our Govanhill Jewish Walk. We gave presentations on Jewish Govanhill and on Jewish Ayrshire and 
mounted an SJAC stall at the Rifkind 125th anniversary family reunion in Edinburgh. 

We are working to professionalise our catalogue and other operations and are now 
inviting applications for a part-time professional Archivist for an initial three-year 
period. Watch this space!

Please let us 
know if you 
would like to hear 
about volunteer 
opportunities at the 
Archives Centre or 
the Heritage Centre.  

May – June Perez (£25)
June – Alan Shenkin (£25) 

Gloria Stewart (£100)
July – Kalman Bookman (£25)
August – Lydia Freeman (£25)

September – Jan Robertson (£25)

Recent 200 Club Winners

Hugo Rifkind visited the 
SJAC stand at the Rifkind 

125th anniversary reunion 
in Edinburgh in July

GNMS Friendship Club members 
learning about Jewish Ayr

Govanhill Jewish Walk

Refugee Trail

Harvey Kaplan, Ellen 
Germain, Heritage 

Centre Manager Kerry 
Patterson, Hon. Curator 

Deborah Haase

IHRA delegates
 (courtesy Eloise Bishop)

Sunday 10th of November, 2-4pm

The Impact of War on Scottish Jewish Families

To mark Armistice Day and also as part of 
the B’nai B’rith UK European Days of Jewish 
Culture and Heritage programme, SJAC will 
hold an open day at which material will be on 
show relating to the impact of the First and 
Second World wars on Scottish Jewish families.  

The open day will also include a short 
illustrated presentation.

Harvey Kaplan, Marcia 
Goldman, Jane Tobias, Katie 
Goodman and her mother, 

Geraldine Shenkin
Sunday 3rd of November, 12 noon

SAUL METZSTEIN is an award-
winning director of feature films 
and television dramas and the 
son of the late Isi Metzstein, the 
renowned Modernist architect, and 
his wife Dany. He was brought up 
in Glasgow, and studied Architecture at Cambridge 
University before going on to work in the film 
industry, with junior roles on the films Shallow 
Grave and Trainspotting. Saul’s extensive TV credits 
includes directing episodes of Brassic, You, Me & 
the Apocalypse and Doctor Who, as well as the 
feature-length comedy drama, Micro Men. He is 
currently directing the  fifth season of Apple TV+’s 
hit show Slow Horses, which is BAFTA - nominated.

Booking essential, online at:
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DYPK

All proceeds go to help SJAC

To book, please visit:
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DNIQ

Hildegarde Berwick

Rodge Glass

Jim Murphy

Archives Centre Open Day

New! Fundraising Speaker and 
Brunch Event



Deborah Haase, Kerry Patterson, Eilish 
McGuiness and Sue Siegel, chair of 
Garnethill Hebrew Congregation

From the Collections…

Visitors

Nostalgic Return to Garnethill
We were delighted to welcome 
American student Orly Sarnow 
who worked with us over a few 
weeks on a placement as part 
of her history degree at the 
University of Glasgow.  Orly 
worked with a large collection 
of documents and photographs 
from the late Professor John 
Subak-Sharpe. Professor Subak-
Sharpe (born Herbert Subak) 
came to Britain in 1939 on a 
Kindertransport from Vienna, 
with his younger brother 
Gerhard (Gerald). He moved to 

Glasgow in 1954 and worked at 
the University, where he was 
Professor of Virology for many 
years.  Orly has worked through 
this collection, cataloguing 
the material and writing a 
collections overview, which 
will be of assistance to future 
researchers.   

Hannah Frank Gallery
A new permanent gallery of the work of the late 
artist and sculptor Hannah Frank has been created 
at Westacres Care Home in Newton Mearns, where 
Hannah and husband Lionel Levy spent their last 
years.  As preparation for the gallery, four Glasgow 
University History 
of Art students 
and former 
students, Finley, 
Iona, Meg and 
Mieke, selected 
material from the 
Hannah Frank 
and Lionel Levy 
Collection at the 
Archives Centre.  

This extensive collection includes Hannah’s diaries, 
photo albums and scrapbooks, correspondence and 
examples of her artworks.

International Archivists
We were delighted to welcome a party of attendees 
at the annual conference of the International 
Council on Archives (Section on University and 
Research Institution Archives – SUV) in Glasgow in 
October.  The theme of the conference was ‘What 
Does Diversity Mean To You?’ and our visitors 
came from Glasgow, Caithness, Wales, the USA, 
South Africa, Bahamas and Abu Dhabi

Herbert Subak – Kindertransport card, 1939 

University of Glasgow History Placement

Selecting material from the Hannah 
Frank and Lionel Levy Collection

Phil Rosenberg, President of the 
Board of Deputies, visited from 

London in August

Jewish Studies lecturers and 
PhD students from Glasgow and 

Edinburgh Universities

Doors Open Day

The National Lottery Heritage Fund’s CEO Eilish McGuiness visited 
Garnethill Synagogue, the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre and the 
Archives Centre on the day the Heritage Fund launched a new Places 
of Worship funding initiative. NLHF is celebrating the 30th Anniversary 
of the National Lottery and Garnethill Synagogue was among the first 
places in Scotland to receive Heritage Fund support with funding for 
building repairs and conservation awarded in 1995.

The National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF)

ICA visitors

Rev. Abraham Cantor was the leader 
of the congregation in Main Street, 
Gorbals in the late 1890s and also at 
the outset when the congregation 
moved into its new synagogue in 
South Portland Street in 1901.  This 
photograph was sent by his great 
grandson in Florida, USA.

There was a Jewish 
community in Ayr from 
the early 1900s until 
the early 1970s. These 
children of the Ayr Hebrew 
Congregation about 1931 
were attending a birthday 
party at Westfield House, 
at one time a kosher guest 
house and the location of 
the synagogue.

The Gavin and 
Rosenbloom families 
were part of the small 
Jewish community which 
existed in Inverness from 
1905 until the 1950s.

In July, we were delighted to welcome Dr Malcolm 
Cosgrove, elder son of former long-term Garnethill 
minister Rev. Dr I K Cosgrove and his wife Dorothy.  
Malcolm – a retired professor of Urology, was 
accompanied by two of his sons, Dr. Danny and Elliot, 
the Rabbi of Park Avenue Synagogue in New York 
City.  They enjoyed a tour of the synagogue and viewed 
the Archives Centre and Heritage Centre displays, as 
well as material about Dr and Mrs Cosgrove. Malcolm 
recalled his early memories of being in the synagogue 
with his parents.

Rabbi Elliot, Dr Malcolm 
and Dr Danny Cosgrove

Orly Sarnow
John's father Robert was deported 

from Vienna to Riga in 1942.


