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Friends of the 
Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre

Please support the Archives Centre by 
becoming our Friend! Membership is 

£18 per year, couples £30, 11 years for 
the price of 10 (£180/300). You will 

receive a newsletter twice yearly and 
discounted entry price to our events.

 Contact Howard Brodie  
at info@sjac.org.uk 

The Scottish 
Jewish 
Archives 
Centre
is housed in Garnethill 

Synagogue, Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 
at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB

The Archives Centre is open by appointment 
only (telephone 0141 332 4911)  
Check out the Archives website at  
www.sjac.org.uk  -  e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk

Please like and follow us on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter)

Leaving a 
Legacy

Please leave a legacy 
to SJAC to help us 
continue the vital 
work of collecting 
and preserving the 
collections for future 
generations. Email us 
to request a copy of our 
Legacy Leaflet.

Speaker Events
We welcomed Olivia Marks-Woldman, Chief Executive of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust since 2012, as speaker 
at our fundraising event in November 2023.

At our Remembrance Sunday Open Day, the speaker was 
Lieutenant (RN) Ian Player from the Armed Forces Jewish 
Community

 

Family Pride
Paying his first visit in February to Garnethill 
Synagogue, the Archives Centre and the Heritage 
Centre was Jake Wallis-Simons, editor of the Jewish 
Chronicle.  Referring to the ‘magnificent synagogue,’ 
opened in 1879, he wrote ‘It’s not every day you 
step inside a synagogue built by your family.’  A 
descendant of founder Benjamin Simons and his 
son Michael, Jake boasted of this ‘glorious example 
of high-Victorian ebullience, brainchild of my great, 
great, great grandfather…’  He was fascinated to examine the original Cash 
Book of the synagogue building fund, in the care of the Archives Centre. 

From the Director, Harvey Kaplan...
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter!  Read on to hear what’s been going on at 
the Archives Centre in recent months.
Researchers and other visitors continue to use our resources and new 
material continues to be donated.  We are working to professionalise our 
catalogue and other operations and are fundraising to appoint a part-time 
professional archivist for an initial three-year period. We value the advice
and assistance of the Scottish Council on Archives (SCA) and were 
delighted to appear in a short promotional video for SCA in their 
Supporting Community Archives series – see:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UF0qOYYH1P0.
In October, Bob Leiser (SJAC volunteer researcher) and I gave a presentation 
on the former Dunfermline Jewish community to the local Family History Group. 
In November, I took part in a one-day event in London organised by the Hidden 
Treasures – Celebrating Jewish Archives in Britain project which brought 
together around 60 attendees from archives, museums, libraries and heritage 
organisations around Britain which have Jewish collections.   Also in November, 
I gave a presentation about Remembering the Jewish Gorbals at a conference 
marking the thirtieth anniversary of St. Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art 
and organised by UK Religion, Collections and Heritage Group. A small group of 
conference attendees also visited the Archives Centre. It’s great to see SJAC take 
its place on the national stage.

Together with SJHC, we joined with the Goethe-Institut for a 2-part event 
in January, Remembering the Kindertransport. Visitors were able to view material from our 
extensive Holocaust-era collections.

We continue to work in conjunction with the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre (SJHC) and February 
saw the launch of the new SJHC temporary exhibition, showcasing the collections of the Archives 
Centre.  Hidden Histories looks at six former Scottish Jewish communities and has now been 
viewed by a number of people who remember these centres first hand.  
Let us know if you would like to hear about volunteer opportunities at the Archives Centre or the 
Heritage Centre.

Benjamin Simons, Bailie Michael Simons, Jake Wallis Simons

Next Speaker Event: Jim Murphy
'What will happen in British and Scottish 
politics in the next year?'
Sunday 2 June, 12 noon, 
Bagel brunch in aid of SJAC 
All bookings are online at:  
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DKSM
Tickets £17.50 (or £20.00 if you are not 
yet a Friend of SJAC)

Harvey Kaplan with Olivia 
Marks-Woldman

Fiona Brodie with Ian Player

Harvey Kaplan and Bob Leiser 
in Dunfermline

Freda Tuck remembers 
her childhood in Ayr

The Rt. Hon. Jim Murphy is Managing Director of the London headquartered strategic communications 
and political consultancy firm, Arden Strategies, which  advises corporates and governments from across 
the world on political risk as well as providing insight to some of the world’s most inspiring CEOs.  He 
is a former Cabinet Minister in the UK Government and has held multiple Ministerial portfolios whilst a 
Member of Parliament from 1997-2015. He served in both Tony Blair and Gordon Brown's governments in 
senior positions.
Jim is a past president of the National Union of Students, a former MP for Eastwood and past chair of 
Labour Friends of Israel. He is a Trustee of the Foundation for Jewish Heritage and is on the Advisory 
Board of the Community Security Trust. 

SJAC AGM Wed. 22 May - 7-8 pm  
by Zoom - email: 

info@sjac.org.uk for Zoom link

October - £25 -Tony Silverdale 
November - £25 -Hilary Mason 

December - £250 - Harvey Kaplan; £25 - 
S&S Sinclair 

January - £25 - Sammy Stein
February - £25 - Stanley Bernard 

March - £25 - Stewart Munro
April - £25 – Charles Fogelman     

Recent 200 
Club winners



Holocaust Memorial Day
To mark Holocaust Memorial Day, SJAC joined 
with SJHC to welcome pupils and teachers 
from six secondary schools in Glasgow, East 
Renfrewshire, Edinburgh, Falkirk and Gourock 
for a one-day event featuring three second-
generation speakers and an opportunity to 
view the Scottish Holocaust-era Study Centre 
displays and original refugee material from 
the SJAC collections.

Harvey Kaplan, Susan Hodgins, Sharon McKay, Eleanor Livingston 
and Kerry Patterson. Viewing the collections.

From the Collections…

In March we mourned the passing of 
Henry Wuga, who came to Scotland on the 
Kindertransport from Germany.  Henry, who 
had recently celebrated his hundredth birthday, 
had been a long-time supporter of our work to 
preserve the memory of Jewish refugees who 
came to Scotland.  

Goethe-Institut visitors view material from SJAC 
refugee collections

Dr Mia Spiro of Glasgow University 
with Modern Judaism students

Strathclyde University 
Genealogy students

Fiona Brodie with Kilmacolm 
Cub Scouts

Visitors

Dr Benjamin Thomas White with 
Honours History students from 

Glasgow University and Fiona Brodie

Anna Pernegger, Press Affairs 
and Public Diplomacy Attache of 
the Austrian Embassy in London, 

viewed the Scottish Holocaust-era 
Study Centre

Prof. Michael and Anita Schmitt, 
visiting from Heidelberg

Christiane Hullmann, German 
Consul General in Edinburgh, 

with Kerry Patterson, manager 
of SJHC and Deborah Haase

Painting of Rev. Samuel 
Moses Winestone (1843-

1919), minister of the Chevra 
Kadisha and Poalei-Zedek 

congregations in the Gorbals

Lewis Livingstone with the 
staff of L.I.Livingstone, Hosiery 

Manufacturers in Kilmarnock in 1929

Barney Casson’s 
hairdresser shop, 
St. Leonard’s Hill, 

Edinburgh

Israel and Sarah Bernstein 
with sons Isaac, Harry and 

Sam – stalwarts of the former 
Dunfermline Jewish community

In Memory of Henry Wuga 1924 - 2024

Henry’s first day of school in 
Nuremberg, 1930

Henry Wuga with daughter Gillian 
Field at the Scottish Holocaust-era 

Study Centre - September 2023

Fiona Brodie with Richard Hecht, 
originally from Glasgow and 

visiting from Israel

Holocaust Educational Trust 
Ambassadors event

US Consul General Jack Hillmeyer 
visited from Edinburgh


