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Friends of the 
Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre

Please support the Archives Centre by 
becoming our Friend! Membership is 

£18 per year, couples £30, 11 years for 
the price of 10 (£180/300). You will 

receive a newsletter twice yearly and 
discounted entry price to our events.

 Contact Howard Brodie  
at info@sjac.org.uk 

The Scottish 
Jewish 
Archives 
Centre
is housed in Garnethill 

Synagogue, Scotland’s oldest, opened in 1879 
at 129 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6UB

The Archives Centre is open by appointment 
only (telephone 0141 332 4911)  
Check out the Archives website at  
www.sjac.org.uk  -  e-mail: info@sjac.org.uk

Please like and follow us on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter)

Leaving a 
Legacy

Please leave a legacy 
to SJAC to help us 
continue the vital 
work of collecting 
and preserving the 
collections for future 
generations. Email us 
to request a copy of our 
Legacy Leaflet.

Jewish Echo first issue

From the Director, Harvey Kaplan...
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter!  As you will see, the Archives 
Centre continues to be active in a number of areas. We have welcomed 
a number of visitors over the last few months, including the Consul-
General of the Republic of Poland, the Exhibitions Director of Glasgow 
School of Art, a number of academic, art history and family history 
researchers, as well as Scout and Cub groups.

We continue to work with our colleagues from the Scottish Jewish 
Heritage Centre and were delighted to participate in an SJHC event in 
January for pupils from five secondary schools, who had an opportunity 
to view refugee-era material from the Archives Centre collection. In 
February, we jointly hosted an event for the Wiener Holocaust Library in 
London, Recovery & Repair: Supporting Jewish Family Histories of the 
Holocaust in Britain, with SJAC providing a presentation about family 
histories in our refugee collections.

In December, we helped organise a launch event in 
Giffnock Newton Mearns Synagogue for ‘More Than 
a Helping Hand,’ by journalist and author Ken Smith, 
marking sixty years of the Glasgow Jewish Community 
Trust. The Trust is generously donating proceeds from 
the sale of the book to the Archives Centre.  

Please let us know if you would like to volunteer for the 
Archives Centre or the Heritage Centre.

Harvey Kaplan with Olivia 
Marks-Woldman

October 2024 
 Lewis Osborne (£25)

November 
 David Neville (£25), 
David Shapiro (£100)

December 
 Linda Berman (£25), 

Charles Drexler (£250)
April 2025 

 David Edelman (£100)

Recent 
200 Club 
winners

Jewish Echo now online 
1928-1950!
We are delighted to announce that 
the British Newspaper Archive has 
partnered with the Scottish Jewish 
Archives Centre to place back issues 
of the Jewish Echo online, 1928-
1950.  These can now be viewed and 
searched at: 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.
co.uk/titles/jewish-echo
with a subscription required to 
view the articles.  SJAC has the 
complete run of the paper, 1928-
1992 and offers free digital access 
and searching, 1928-1950, at the 
Archives Centre.

Professor Alan Shenkin spoke at a bagel 
brunch on 4 May in aid of SJAC funds, on 
Inspiration, Application, Fabrication, Dedication 
- Glasgow to Liverpool and back again, and 
some places in between.

New in our shop and online at: 
www.sjac.org.uk/shop/

UK Jewish colouring book 
(includes the interior of Garnethill 
Synagogue) - special price of £12
More Than a Helping Hand – A 
History of Glasgow Jewish 
Community Trust (£8)

Our new part-
time Archivist, 
Alison Scott, 
started on 4 
February and 
is working 
three days a 
week.  Alison is a professional 
archivist with many years of 
varied experience and has 
been reviewing and updating 
our collections management 
processes and cataloguing 
procedures. The post is 
benefitting from grant-funding for 
a three-year period.

Your Scottish Archives – online catalogue portal
The Scottish Council on Archives has created an online 
portal for Scottish archive catalogues.  Currently, over 
60 municipal, academic and community archives have 
signed up to this project and are contributing their 
catalogue listings, which become searchable worldwide. 
SJAC is submitting listings to the portal on a collection-
by-collection basis.  To date, we have submitted 
20 collection listings. To explore the website, visit  
www.yourscottisharchives.com.  This new facility will 
make it possible for researchers around the world to 
access our catalogue for the first time.

SJAC Open Day
Sunday 18 May, 2-4pm – Garnethill Synagogue

Admission free, but booking essential:  
www.trybooking.com/uk/ERER

Holocaust Memorial Day event

Launch of Community Trust History

Also for your diary…
Sunday 15 June – Open Day

Colin Grant in conversation with boxer Gary 
Jacobs (Archives Centre) - contact us for 

booking details
Monday 23 June, 5pm  – SJAC AGM 

by Zoom – contact us for joining details



Visitors

Habonim concert, Ayr, 1950 

In December, Fiona and Howard Brodie welcomed a local 
Explorer Scout Group who were keen to learn about the Jewish 
faith and the history of the Jewish community in Glasgow.  This 
contributes to completing the spiritual requirements of their 
Chief Scout Platinum Award. 

Glasgow 159th Explorer Scouts

Lukasz Lutostanski, Consul-General of the Republic 
of Poland in Edinburgh, made his first visit to Garnethill 
Synagogue and viewed the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre, 
the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre and the Scottish Holocaust-
era Study Centre. He described the synagogue as 'magnificent' 
and was delighted to hear information and view material about 
Jewish immigrants and refugees who came from Poland to 
Scotland over the years.

Members of a Christian study group 
visited on 24 February

Jenny Brownrigg, Exhibitions Director of 
Glasgow School of Art

Deborah Haase welcomed members of the 
Ernst Maas Educational Trust

Phoebe Grigor (with her partner 
Matty) came to research her 

Sternschein family in December 
2024

Mike Ruddick came to learn about his family’s 
connection to the former small Jewish community in 

Dunfermline.

First year students from Glasgow University studying 
"An Introduction to World Religions”, December 2024

From the collections…

Rabbi Dr Salis Daiches and 
Chief Rabbi Hertz (front row) 

with leaders of Edinburgh 
Jewry in 1938

Glasgow Central WIZO 
tablecloth c1948

Award-winning TV and film director Saul 
Metzstein spoke at our fundraising event 

in November 2024

To mark Remembrance 
Sunday and also as part of 
the B’nai B’rith UK European 
Days of Jewish Culture and 
Heritage programme, we 
held an open  day, with a 
presentation on Scottish 
Jews serving their country 
and a display of original 
archival material.


